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Aria

I got this book to read and also purchased the audible version and have discovered it is the missing
piece of my own education. I played the audible version several times as it goes rapid pace but was
convenient. It is sad to discover that many of Carter Goodwin Woodson's fears have been and
continue to be realised in the racial disparity widely noted against the black skin worldwide.
Although Mr. Woodson concentrated his criticism on the American social structure of his time, one
of his truisms (shortened for this review) plays out daily in today's social responses: “If you can
control a man’s thinking, you don’t have to worry about his actions ... and if you can make a man
believe that he is justly an outcast, you don’t have to order him to the back door, he will go to the

back door on his own and if there is no back door, the very nature of the man will demand that you
build one.” Carter G. Woodson was not fully appreciated for his contributions whether some of those
were impractical or not and that is not surprising; most brilliant minds are revered posthumously
(and perhaps never fully understood). As the son of a slave one must admire Mr. Woodson's capacity
to rise above his circumstances as well as his ability to see the issues that plague black people with
laser-like accuracy. When reading this book, the reader can only but shake their head in silent
acknowledgment of the truths stated therein. Another book that won't find its way into the general /
'public' library of American literature but which should be read by anybody trying to unravel the
reasons black progress appears at times to be constantly stymied.
watchman

This is not the original publication of this book! It also does not state state which version or
publication it is so buyer beware. When compared to the original publication in 1933 its is not in any
way similar. I would not recommend it. I would instead recommend going to your local bookstore for
a real copy of Woodson work, this is a fabrication.
Garne

it's formatted like an e-book but one of my questions is is it like the first edition? That part I'm not
sure of as it doesn't specify in the book or the ad. It's not a big paperback like I expected it to be but
maybe that's because I expected it and it wasn't a big book to begin with. EDIT: I got a hold of the
publishers of this book and this book is not abridged also IT IS TAKEN FROM THE FIRST
EDITION/PUBLISHING WITH NO EDITS OR OMISSIONS .
Beazekelv

This book could have been written as an indictment of some contemporary school districts. Carter G.
Woodson had a crystal clear understanding as to how the educational system of his time period was
failing to properly educate young black children. This was written during the early part of the
twentieth century, barely two generations after the abolition of slavery. Everything was an uphill
struggle, but most blacks knew that without a decent education, there was no way black people
could advance as a group. He points out in his book the many systemic factors that lent itself to the
intentional miseducation of the children of color in the public school system. A fascinating work, and
still timely, considering the problems that the public school system is still having nationwide,
especially in the urban areas.
Fhois

Where was this book when I was going to school from 1950-62? I could not put it down once I began
to read it, because it reminded me of so much of what I needed in my growth and developement was
not made available to me as a young person of color growing up in a segregated society, and many of
those who think that we have arrived at a color-blind point in America need to read this book, and
then compare it to what is happening with us today. The author was relevent then in his revelations
and in his effort to open eyes and minds to the lack of knowledge of self, and is more relevent now,
because, too many educated people of color find it even harder to succeed in today's job market and
the available employment opportunities. We still allow others to control almost every aspect of our
lives, including what we are to learn, think, and accept from the world in which we live and the
institutions which influences the minds of our children. Morover, we continue to consume more of
what others produce for us than what we produce for ourselves. It is time we become producers and
traders of goods and services in this nation and in our communities, and we should insist that our
children be taught skills that will help them to become self-sufficient and self-reliant. A college

education means nothing if you cannot do more than just make a living, and if what you have studied
is not marketable for more than teaching the same to someone else. Help someone to learn to
produce something or provide a service that is needed by others in a world that is forever changing.
Delan

Basically, I was just re-purchasing a classic that I had already owned, but had degenerated. The
education expounded on from Dr. Woodson is timeless, as he explains how African Americans have
been deprived & misinformed of their real history in the American education system. It challenges
you to do your own independent reading, as it basically enforces the notion of thinking for self. At
times, it entices you to challenge a lot of what you have learned over the years in your respective
history classes.
This book is a must read for anyone of African American descent, and should be required reading for
parents, and their children alike.
Cia

Our schools sytems will never put this on the packet reading lists. WE SHOULD. This book should be
on every black persons shelf NOT TO JUST COLLECT DUST. An eye opener and informative. Now
what are we going to do about this dilemma now that we can identify it and counter it? Something
they really and truly fear. If we can get past our own fear distrust and envy of our fellow brothers
ans sisters.
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